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TREATISE 

UPON 


R  O  P  S  I  E 


HE  Dropfy  is  a  dangerous 
Diforder,  and  requires  a 
particular  and  ferious  De- 
fcription.  There  are  three  Sorts  t 
The  firft,  which  is  called  Afrit  es, 
is  a  Collection  of  Waters  contained 
in  the  Belly  beneath  the  Peritoneum, 
which  extends  it  fometimes  conflder- 
ably.  The  fecond  is  called  Tympa¬ 
nites,  and  proceeds  from  Winds  that 
fwell  the  Abdomen.  The  third  is 
called  Anafarca  or  Leucophlegmatia , 
and  is  a  watry  Humour  that  flows 
from  under  the  Skin,  and  betwixt 
the  Strings  of  the  Mufcles. 
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In  the  Leucophlegmatic  Dropfy, 
a  foft  Swelling  gains  the  whole  Body, 
and  takes  poffeffion  chiefly  of  the 
Legs  and  Feet;  efpecially  if  the 
Perfon  aftlidted  has  walked  a  good 
deal,  fat  or  flood  eredt  for  any  con- 
flderable  Time.  If  you  prefs  the 
Skin  with  your  Finger  it  is  not  ela- 
ftic,  but  leaves  a  Hollow  and  a  Mark 
of  the  Impreflion,  and  it  requires 
fome  Space  of  Time  to  replete  itfelf. 
The  Swelling  often  gains  the  Thighs 
and  the  Scrotum ;  but  tho  the  Feet 
are  prodigioufly  fwelled  at  Night, 
they  are  but  little  fo  of  a  Morning, 
riling  from  Bed.  The  Belly,  if  you 
touch  it,  feels  big  and  full ;  tho’  it 
is  not  more  fo  than  the  other  Parts 
of  the  Body,  which  is  all  over  equally 
foft,  wan  and  pale,  and  fo  languilh- 
ing  that  it  cannot  fupport  or  undergo 
the  leak  Exercife,  tho’  it’s  very  ne- 
ceflary.  The  Breathing  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient  is  flronger  and  quicker  than 

common, 
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common,  efpecially  after  Eating;  a 
flow  continual  Fever  renders  the 
Pulfe  fluttering,  low,  frequent  and 
unequal ;  in  fine,  his  Excrements 
are  raw,  and  often  mixed  with 
Blood  ;  his  Urine  clear  and  watry. 
This  Sort  of  Dropfy  comes  for  the 
moft  Part  after  long  Fevers,  thro’  a 
Defedt  of  the  Stomach,  the  long 
Suppreflion  or  confiderable  Emana¬ 
tion  of  the  monthly  Terms,  and  alfo 
after  Piles ;  thro’  long  Difficulties  in 
Breathing,  A  Alimas,  and  immode¬ 
rate  Watchings.  It  attacks  Children 
often,  and  differs  only  in  its  Extent 
from  the  Pituitous  Cachexia,  where 
the  Swelling  is  not  fo  confiderable. 
It  generally  happens  that  the  Patient 
is  better  and  worfe  alternately  the 
lame  Day  ;  elfe,  if  he  has  a  natural 
Loofenefs  before  the  Diforder  has 
made  any  Progrefs,  it  promifes  and 
generally  refiores  Health. 
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Let  us  now  examine  the  Symp¬ 
toms  that  didinguifh  the  Afcital 
Dropfy.  The  Swelling  of  the  Belly  ! 
is  accompanied  with  a  certain  Heavi- 
nefs :  if  you  drike  it  lightly  with  your 
Hand,  you’ll  hear  the  noife  of  agi¬ 
tated  Waters,  as  if  you  had  druck  a 
leathern  Bottle  not  quite  full.  The 
Waters  are  fome times  contained  in 
the  Didridt  of  the  Belly,  and  fome- 
times  pafs  into  the  Scrotum,  Thighs 
and  Legs,  efpecially  after  any  Exercife 
of  the  Body.  The  Waters  likewife 
penetrate  often  into  the  Bread;;  and 
in  "Women  into  the  Womb  and 
Ovaria ;  and  more  fo  if  the  Difor- 
der  has  been  of  long  Handing,  and 
encreafed  by  Age.  If  you  prefs  the 
Belly  of  the  Patient  he  will  breathe 
harder  than  ufual.  An  uncommon 
and  continual  Drought  is  the  Cen¬ 
dant  Companion  of  this  Diforder  : 
the  Pulfe  is  frequent,  low,  hard  and 
diffidently  dretch’d  :  the  Urine 

comes 
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conges  in  final  1  Quantities,  and  is 
niril  commonly  thick  and  red,  efpe- 
cially  if  the  Diforder  proceeds  from 
the  Liver :  the  Body  extenuates,  and, 
as  it  were,  melts  itfelf,  the  more  the 
Belly  fwells :  in  fine,  the  Corruption 
of  the  Waters  in  this  Part  excites  a 
fmall  Fever.  This  Species  of  Dropfy 
proceeds  often  from  inveterate  Ob- 
ftrudions  in  the  Scirrhous  of  the  Li¬ 
ver,  Mefentery,  Spleen  and  Womb; 
from  burning  Fevers,  or  from  a  Jaun¬ 
dice  caufed  by  a  Contradion  of  the 
Bowels.  Children  are  lefs  fubied  to 
this  Species  than  grown-up  People. 
Thofe  who  void  Blood  at  Stool,  or 
in  Reaching,  by  a  Vein’s  being  broke 
in  the  Bowels,  are  commonly  at¬ 
tacked  with  it. 

We  now  come  to  the  third  Spe- 
des  of  Dropfies,  which  being  form’d 
by  the  Winds  detained  in  the  Belly, 
is  called  T'ymoanites.  Although  the 

y  i  o 

Belly  is  lefs  fwelled  than  what  it  is 
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m  the  Afcites,  it  is  never  thtlefs 
ftretched  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that,  on 
ftriking  it,  it  refounds  like  a  Drurr. 
That  Noife  of  Water  apparent  in  the 
Afcites  is  not  heard  in  the  Tympa¬ 
nites,  but  only  a  flight  Murmur,  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  Rowlings  of  Winds. 
The  Patient  often  breaks  Wind  up¬ 
wards,  which  feems  to  ,eafe  him. 
The  Feet  are  feemingly  fwelled  in 
the  fame  Manner  as  in  the  other 
Droplies,  and  the  Reft  of  the  Body 
extenuates  itfelf  as  in  the  Afcites. 
This  Diforder  often  takes  its  rife 
from  a  Swelling  of  the  Stomach,  and 
Colon,  or  great  Bowel,  and  from 
long  Fevers.  Hippocrates  has  very 
well  obferved,  that  Wind  Cholicks, 
and  Pains  towards  the  Navel  and 
Loins,  that  do  not  diftipate  of  them- 
felves  by  Length  of  Time,  or  by  the 
Application  of  Remedies,  degene¬ 
rate,  for  the  moft  Part,  into  a  dry 
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Let  us  examine  the  Difference  like- 
wife  betwixt  the  Tympanites  and 
Leucophlegmatic  Dropfy.  Here  the 
whole  Body  fwells  equal  and  foft, 
and  the  Belly  does  not  exceed  its 
natural  Volume,  any  otherwife  than 
in  Proportion  to  the  Extenfion  of  the 
other  Parts ;  but  in  the  Tympanites 
and  Afcites  the  Belly  flrctches :  and 
tho’  the  Swelling  communicates  itfelf 
to  the  Feet,  the  reft  of  the  Body  ex¬ 
tends  itfelf  fenftbly.  In  the  Ana- 
farca  the  Pulfe  is  fluttering,  foft 
and  flack  ;  in  the  Afcites  it  is  low, 
frequent,  ftretch’d  and  almoft  hard  * 
and  in  the  Tympanites  it  is  long,  faft 
and  frequent,  not  in  the  leaft  weak, 
nor  hard,  nor  ftretch’d. 

Now  lor  Obfervations  upon  Drop- 
lies  in  general,  their  Symptoms, Caufe, 
Danger,  and  Cure. 

Altho’  the  Diforder  has  not  de¬ 
clared  itfelf,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared  it 
will  foon,  when  the  ordinary  Eva¬ 
cuations- of  the  Superfluities  of  Na¬ 
ture 


8  ) 


?  if 

ture  are  ftopt,  efpecially  the  Piles  or 
the  monthly  Terms ;  or  if  thefe 
Evacuations  are  exceffive  in  Quan¬ 
tity,  or  of  long  Continuance.  It 
is  equally  to  be  feared  if  there  is  a 
Scirrhous  in  the  Liver  or  Spleen ;  or 
if  a  Jaundice  or  Lientery  perfeveres, 
notwithftanding  the  Help  of  Reme¬ 
dies.  The  Corruption  of  Humours, 
or  an  univerfal  Defed  of  the  whole 
Body,  the  firft  Degree  of  which  is 
called  Cachochimite,  and  the  latter 
Cachexia,  are  Fore-runners  of  the 
Dropfy.  It  is  near  at  Hand,  if,  with 
any  of  thefe  Difpolitions,  the  Tefti- 
cles  or  Yard  fwell ;  or  if  the  Patient, 
from  an  Excefs  of  Hunger,  paffes  to  a 
Difguft  of  Food.  But  as  foon  as 
the  Dropfy  declares  itfelf,  whatever 
Kind  it  be,  the  Swelling  defcends 
from  the  Belly  to  the  Feet;  the 
Breathing  is  difficult ;  the  Colour 
of  the  Skin  changes  to  a  green  Pale- 
nefs ;  Difguft  of  Food,  Third  and 

Coughing 
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Coughing  are  common.  Third:  is 
neverthelefs  more  particular  in  the 
A fcites,  and  the  Cough  dry  in  the 
Tympanites.  There  are  otherSymp- 
toms  incident  to  this  Dilbrder,  fuch 
as  a  Defedt  in  the  Liver,  and  an 
Abundance  of  Humours  that  hinder 
the  Healing  of  interior  and  exterior 
Wounds  and  Ulcers  in  any  Part  of 
the  Body. 

The  Dropfy  comes  of  itfelf  from 
long  Sickneffes,  and  often  from  the 
Quartan  Ague.  Thofe  who  have 
buffered  great  and  violent  Hemor¬ 
rhages,  either  upwards  or  down¬ 
wards,  and  who  are  attacked  at 
the  fame  Time  with  a  Fever,  are 
much  expofed  to  Dropfies,  which 
are  very  dangerous  with  thefe 
Symptoms.  The  Dropfy  is  lefs  per¬ 
nicious  to  thofe  who  are  fubjeci 
to  a  Swelling  of  the  Spleen,  and 
which  diflipates  of  itfelf  and  fwells 
alternately ;  this  neverthelefs  often 
deceives  the  Patient,  who,  relying 

C  tinon 
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upon  the  preceding  Succefs  he  has 
had,  neglects  to  claim  the  Advice 
and  Affiftance  of  a  Phyfician.  The 
Dropfy  that  proceeds  from  the  Hu¬ 
mours  of  the  Spleen,  is  lefs  dange¬ 
rous  than  that  proceeding  from  a 
Defed  in  the  Liver.  If  the  Patient 
has  never  laboured  under  this  Dif- 
order  before ;  if  his  Bowels  are 
ftrong  ;  if  he  breathes  with  Eafe ;  if 
he  does  not  cough  ;  if  he  is  not 
thirfty,  nor  has  the  Tongue  dry, 
(efpecially  after  Sleep,  when  the 
Drynefsofthe  Tongue  is  common) 
if  he  has  no  Difguft  for  Food,  nor 
indifpofed  after  Eating,  he  will  ea  lily 
be  cured.  The  Danger  is  diftant 
if  the  Belly  is  foft  and  extenuates ;  if 
the  Phyfic  works,  and  his  Stools  are 
foft  and  form’d  •  if  the  Urine  changes 
its  Quality  according  to  the  Differ¬ 
ence  of  what  he  eats  and  drinks,  or  by 
the  Ufe  of  Remedies  foon  after  they 
are  taken  ;  in  fhort,  if  the  Patient 
is  exempt  from  Pain,  Heat  and 

Wearinefs, 


(  H  ) 

Wearinefs,  and  that  he  beats  his 
Diforder  with  Eafe  :  he  that  has  all 
thefe  favourable  Symptoms  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  dangeroufly  attack’d .  T u- 
mours  in  this  Diforder  are  good 
Signs,  but  not  internal  ones.  A 
Loofenefs  or  Vomiting  that  eafes  and 
diminifhes  the  Pain  is  a  favourable 
Symptom ;  but  if  it  weakens  and 
enervates  the  Patient  there  is  great 
Danger  :  the  Danger  is  extreme  if 
the  Patient  is  of  a  hot  and  dry  Con- 
ftitution,  and  if  it  at  the  fame  Time 
it  affects  the  Liver.  If  any  acute  Dif¬ 
order  has  given  rife  to  the  Droply, 
or  come  upon  the  Scirrhous  of  the 
Liver  or  Spleen,  Death  in  this  Cafe 
is  almoft  inevitable.  A  dry  Cough, 
a  Flux  of  Blood,  or  other  Humour, 
which  does  not  give  Eafe  to  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  augments  the  Danger;  but 
more  fo  if  his  Breathing  is  impeded, 
and  his  Loofenefs  turn  to  a  Diffen- 
tery.  One  cannot  but  fear  in  a 

C  2  Dropfy 
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Dropfy  the  Attacks  of  an  Epileply, 
from  the  Stench  of  the  Breath,  that 
of  the  Spittle,  and  from  Sweat  and 
infeniible  Tranfpiration  :  if  a  Fever 
attends  it;  if  the  Patient’s  Urine  is 
thick  and  troubled,  and  but  little 

r 

in  Quantity;  when  half  the  Body 
already  attacked  with  the  Diforder, 
a  Haemorrhage  above  or  below  de¬ 
clares  itfelf,  it  is  equally  dangerous.- 
The  Patient  is  doubt! efs  in  Danger 
when  the  Swelling,  after  going  and 
coming,  remains  dable  at  lad,  and 
oppofes  the  neceffary  Remedies  ap¬ 
plied.  The  Danger  is  imminent 
when  a  Loofenefs  attacks  and  de- 
preffes  the  Patient,  who  breathes  but 
with  Difficulty ;  and  when  confider- 
able  and  vicious  Ulcers  form  them- 
felves  in  the  Mouth,  Gums,  Legs, 
or  any  other  Parts  of  the  Body  ;  if 
he  voids  at  ftool  any  Blood  caked ; 
or  if  the  Urine  is  differently  colour’d 
at  the  Summit  of  the  Lffinal,  being 

either 
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either  red  at  Top  and  livid  at  the 
Bottom,  or  the  contrary.  ? 

This  fhort  Treatife  will  inftririft 
thofe  affli&ed  with  Dropfies  of  what 
they  have  to  fear,  when  attack’d 
with  thefe  dangerous  Diforders.  I 
cannot  fufficiently  recommend  to 
them  to  employ  their  whole  Atten¬ 
tion  ;  they  will  do  well  to  apply  for 
Relief  at  the  Beginning,  as  the  Re¬ 
medies  applicable  to  thefe  Diforders 
will  have  a  fpeedier,  furer  and  bet¬ 
ter  Effedt,  than  if  by  Neglecft  they 
wait  till  the  Diforder  has  eflab- 
lifhed  itfelf  and  made  a  pernicious 
Progrefs,  which  muft  certainly  haflen 
their  Death,  and  which  they  may 
avoid  by  applying  in  Time.  I  have 
difeovered  fome  Ipecific  Remedies 
!  for  the  Cure  of  thefe  Diffempers, 

'  which  far  excel  every  other  Medi¬ 
cine  now  in  Practice  The  Ope- 
s  ration  of  thefe  Remedies  is  fo  gen¬ 
tle, 
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tie,  that  they  may  be  given  to  an 
Infant  at  the  Breaft,  or  to  a  Woman 
with  Child,  and  to  the  moil  deli¬ 
cate  Conftitution,  obferving  the  Me¬ 
thod  and  Diet  which  mu  ft  be  punc¬ 
tually  kept  up  to.  All  Perfons  then, 
afflicted  with  thele  Diforders,  are, 
for  their  own  Sakes,  earneftly  re- 
quefted  to  apply  to  me  for  Cure  :  I 
am  lo  certain  of  the  Virtue,  Power 
and  Efficacy  of  thefe  Remedies, 
that  I  ffiall  be  able  to  agree  with 
thofe  who  honour  me  with  their 
Confidence  to  receive  no  Pay,  and 
to  forfeit  my  Medicines  and  Pains, 
if  I  do  not  fucceed.  This  I  think 
ought  to  convince  the  World,  that 
I  do  not  feek  to  impofe  upon  them ; 
but  as  the  Whole  depends  upon 
Fads,  Fads  will  prove,  with  Joy  to 
my  Patients  and  Honour  to  myfelf, 
what  I  have  here  advanced. 

W.  LOW T HER. 
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P.  S.  In  Conlxderation  of  the 
Poor,  who  labour  under  this  cala¬ 
mitous  Diforder,  I  will  cure  them 
gratis ,  if  recommended  by  Perfons 
of  Diftinction,  or  the  principal  Offi¬ 
cers  of  a  Parifh,  as  really  indigent 
and  proper  Objects  of  Compaffion. 


The 
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The  Remedies  for  the  Curing  of  the 
DROPSY, 
which  I  humbly  offer  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  are  five  different  ones,  viz. 

1.  Simple  Diuretic  Powders. 

2.  A  Purging  Tincture. 

3.  An  Electuary. 

4.  Compound  Diuretic  Powders. 

5.  Strengthening  Drops. 

All  which  Medicines  are  to  be 
made  ufe  of  as  defcribed  in  the 
following 

DIRECTIONS: 

THE  Patient  muft  begin  with 
the  Simple  Diuretic  Powders , 
of  which  he  muft  take  two  Dofes 
each  Day ;  one  in  the  Morning 
falling,  and  the  other  at  Six  o’Clock 
in  the  Evening,  for  three  Days  fuc- 
ceflirely. 

The 
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The  fourth  Day  the  Patient  rauft 
take  an  Ounce  of  the  Purging  Tinc¬ 
ture  in  the  Morning  failing. 

The  fifth  Day  the  Patient  muft 
take  two  Dofes  of  the  EleSluary , 
each  Dofe  about  half  an  Ounce  ; 
the  firft  in  the  Morning  falling,  and 
the  other  at  Five  in  the  Evening, 
which  muft  be  continued  till  the 
Patient  is  entirely  cured.  But  as  it 
fometimes  happens  that  the  Dofe  of 
half  an  Ounce  of  the  Eleduary  is 
too  ftrong  for  certain  delicate  Con- 
flitutions,  which  is  vifible  if  the 
Patient  has  more  than  three  Stools 
a  Day  :  in  this  Cafe  the  Quantity 
of  the  Dofes  may  be  diminilhed  ac¬ 
cording  to  Difcretion  ;  nay,  it  may 
be  taken  only  in  the  Morning,  if 
the  Patient  perceives  it  fufficient  to 
procure  three  Stools  each  Day. 

Thofe  under  fifteen  Years  old 
fhould  take  of  this  Eleduary  only 
two  Drams  in  the  Morning  falling, 

D  and 
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and  two  in  the  Afternoon,  which  is 
the  proper  Dofe  lor  thofe  of  that 
Age. 

»  w.  ’ . 

The  Afflifted  are  particularly  de~ 
fired  to  attend  to  the  following 

OBSERVATION. 

That  when  a  great  Difficulty  of 
Breathing  accompanies  the  Dropfy , 
it  fhews  evidently  that  it’s  attendant 
is  an  Asthma  :  in  this  Cafe  the  Pa¬ 
tient  muft  not  ufe  any  of  the  Simple 
Diuretic  Powders,  but  muft  take  for 
fix  Days  fucceffively  two  Dofes  of 
the  Compound  Diuretic  Powders ; 
one  Dofe  in  the  Morning  failing, 
and  one  at  Five  in  the  Evening. 

The  feventh  Day  the  Patient,  fo 
airlifted  with  Difficulty  of  Breath¬ 
ing,  muft  take  an  Ounce  or  the 
Purging  Tinfture. 

The  eighth  Day  the  Patient  muft 

take  two  Dofes  of  the  Eleftuary,  in 

the 
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the  fame  Manner  as  before  directed 
to  Perfons  whofe  Dropfy  is  not  at¬ 
tended  with  an  Afthma,  and  con¬ 
tinue  it  till  fuch  Time  as  all  the 
Waters  are  diffipated. 

When  Patients  are  cured  ,  (by  a  Difli- 
pation  of  the  Waters)  the  Strengthen¬ 
ing  Drops  muft  be  taken  for  twenty 
Days  together,  twenty-live  Drops  in 
the  Morning  farting,  and  twenty- 
five  Drops  between  Four  and  Six 
in  the  Evening.  Thefe  Drops 
greatly  ftrengthen  the  Stomach,  for¬ 
tify  the  Veilels,  and  prevent  a  Re- 
lapfe.  But  the  Patients  muft  abfo- 
lutely  ufe  Exercife,  as  hereafter  de¬ 
fended,  for  three  Quarters  of  an 
Hour,  or  a  lull  Hour,  after  each  Time 
taking  the  Strengthening  Drops,  or 
they  will  not  have  a  proper  Effort, 
viz.  either  by  walking  conftantly 
about  the  Room  pretty  faff,  or  if 
not  capable  of  that,  by  riding  a 
ETorfe  in  a  Trot,  by  riding  in  a 

D  2  fhakino- 
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fhaking  Carriage,  or  being  pulled 
by  a  Servant  up  and  down  a  Room 
in  an  Ealy  Chair  upon  Caftors,  or 
by  any  other  Means  the  Patient 
may  devife  for  Exercife. 

DIET 

to  be  made  ufe  of,  and  carefully 
fobowed  by  the  Patient. 

To  abftain  from  Milk,  and  every 
thing  compofed  of  it,  unlefs  a  little 
frefh  Butter  in  Moderation,  but  the 
lefs  the  better.  To  abftain  abfo- 
lutely  from  eating  all  Sorts  of  Greens 
and  Vegetables  whatever.  To  make 
ufe  of  good  Broths,  with  alitt  e  Broom 
boiled  in  them,  but  not  drink  them 
in  large  Quantities.  To  eat  no  Meat 
but  what  will  digeft  with  eafe,  and 
that  but  a  little  at  a  Time,  and 
roafted  preferable  to  boiled.  The 
Patient,  when  dry,  may  now  and 
then  drink  a  Glafs  of  Wine  and 
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Water, 
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Water,  which,  with  Broom  fteep’d 
in  it,  is  admirable.  A  few  Drops 
of  Spirit  of  Vitriol  in  Water  is  ex¬ 
tremely  good  to  wafh  the  Mouth 
with  when  thirfly,  but  not  to  fwal- 
low  it,  for  drinking  fhould  be  as 
feldom,  and  as  little,  as  poffible.  A 
Difh  of  Tea  may  be  drank  at  Break- 
fail:,  with  Bread  thinly  fpread.  with 
Butter.  r  - 

IV.  B.  Dr.  Low t her  attends  'Tuef- 
days ,  Thurfdays  and  Saturdays ,  from 
Ten  to  One  o’clock,  to  give  his 
Advice  gratis  in  all  Dropfical 
Cafes,  at  Brooke’s  Warehoufe  facing 
Wi ater-Lane ,  Flee,t-ftreet ,  London ; 
at  which  Time  he  alfo  may  be  con- 
fulted  gratis  in  all  Cafes  of  Fits, 
Nervous  and  Paralytic  Complaints, 
and  Diford ers  incident  to  the  Fair  Sex. 
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The  many  lingular  Cures 
performed  by  Dr.  Lowther  in  the 

above 
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above  Diforders,  being  reprefented 
to  his  Majefty,  he  has  been  moil 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  honour  him 
with  his  Royal  Privilege  and  Pro¬ 
tection,  under  the  Great  Seal  of 

England. 

>: 
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kj-  Patients  incapable  of  waiting 
on  the  Dodtor  he  will  vilit  them  on 
Notice  given  ;  and  all  Letters  from 
the  Country,  Poll;  paid,  punctually 
anfwered. 


FINIS , 
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